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Eleventh Northern Annual Conference 

Sir David Wilmot Conference Suite 
Greater Manchester Police Training College 

M25 0JT 

Sunday, 12th May 2013 

It gives me great pleasure to announce that the Manchester Regional Group of the JGSGB is for the eleventh year hosting the 

Northern Annual Conference.  The venue is again the prestigious Greater Manchester Police Training College in Sedgley Park, 

Prestwich - location directions are included with this programme.   As in previous years, this will be a full day event and a light buffet 

lunch will be served.   Refreshments will be served on arrival and during the day.   We appreciate the continued support of our 

“regulars” and look forward to seeing new faces also. We hope you will continue to support our events, and we again have a really 

top class team of speakers to inform, enlighten and possibly surprise you.  I look forward to seeing you on the 12
th

 May. 

Lorna Kay: Chairman - Manchester Regional Group.  

 

On receipt of your payment and registration form, we will e-mail your admission ticket & parking permit to you.  See registration 

form on the back page.  

NB: For security reasons, we ask that you show your parking permit at the gate and present your ticket to gain admission – thank you. 

 

Conference Programme 
09:15 – 10:00 am Registration and Coffee 

10:00 – 10:10 Lorna Kay:  Opening Address & Welcome 

10:15 – 11:00 Constance Whippman (London):  “Researching Latvian Jewish Genealogy” 

11:00 – 11:45 Doreen Berger (London):  “The (Manchester) Jewish Victorian newspapers” 

11:45 – 12:15 Nigel Grizzard (Bradford):  “The Jews of Bradford 1830 – 2013, A Voyage of 

Discovery” 

12:30 – 13:30 pm Lunch -  Exhibitors -   Slide show 

13:30 – 13:40 Mark Nicholls  -  JGSGB Chairman 

13:45 – 14:45 Robin Seidenberg (Chicago, USA):  "To Tell or Not to Tell: Should the Family 

Skeleton Stay in the Closet?"  

14:45 – 15:30 Bill Williams (Manchester):  “The mysterious letters of Marcus Wolfe”. 

15:30 – 15:45 Short interval 

15:45 – 16:45 Speakers & Invited Experts  Panel:   “Genealogy questions you always wanted 

to ask” 

17:00 pm                     Conference ends 

 

Please note that the speakers and the running order may be subject to change without notice. 

We apologise if this becomes necessary. 

It would be very much appreciated if people would be seated in the auditorium by 10.00am.  Thank you. 

    2013 Conference 

Programme & Registration Form 
                                                                                                                                                  

Manchester Regional Group of the 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain                                                                                 

Celebrating 11 YEARS of hosting the Northern Annual Conference 
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PROFILES OF OUR SPEAKERS ARE LISTED 

IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY WILL 

SPEAK AND NOT IN ORDER OF 

IMPORTANCE 

 

 

Constance Whippman - “Researching Latvian Jewish 
Genealogy”: 
  
Constance first became interested in Latvia researching 
her husband’s Whippman and Israelsohn families.  
Working closely with Arlene Beare, a former 
distinguished conference speaker, she was a co-founder 
and later co-ordinator of the All Latvia Database 
[available JewishGen], a co-founder of the Courland 
Research Group [hosted JewishGen] and established the 
close links with the Centre for Judaic Studies in Riga 
which resulted in the Latvian Holocaust Names Project of 
which she remains a scientific co-ordinator. 
http://names.lu.lv/en.html;   Constance originally trained 
as a historian but turned to law and uses both 
backgrounds in her approach to research and the 
development of projects to benefit researchers and co-
enthusiasts at all levels.   
 
Her talk will not only consider material relevant for those 
with Latvian family roots but also includes a surprising 
amount of potential detail for family ties to Lithuania, 
Poland and the Russian Empire.  Constance is a full time 
practicing Barrister and Head of Chambers at 
www.33bedfordrow.co.uk.   She intends to preview some 
new database material not yet available on line at the 
Manchester conference. 
 
Lorna’s note: We are very grateful that Constance 
has taken time from her very busy schedule to come 
to Manchester.    To be able to welcome someone so 
high profile in this field is a privilege, so to those 
people who are researching Latvia and who have hit 
a brick wall I would say, do not miss this speaker, 
especially as she mentions new material that she will 
have which has not yet “gone live”. 
 

 
 
Doreen Berger – “The Jewish Victorian Newspapers, 
with emphasis on Manchester connections and 
anecdotes”: 
 
Doreen is a genealogical writer, who was past Chairman 
for 13 years of The Anglo-Jewish Special Interest Group 
of the JGSGB. 
 
Author of:   The Jewish Victorian:   Genealogical 
Information on the Jewish Newspapers 1871-1880 (600 
pages) and 1861-1870 (400 pages) – Two volumes. 
 
Contributor to:   Shemot, the Journal of the JGSGB 
(Columnist since its inception); The Family and Local 
History Handbook 5th-13th Editions; The Dictionary of 
National Biography (4 entries); The London Jewish 
News; Avotaynu; The Journal of the Newspaper Library. 

Doreen is a founder member of the Society and has 
served as Liaison Officer and Press Officer.  She is on 
the Roll of Honour of the Society and she was the first 
holder of The Rabbi Dr Bernard Susser Annual Award for 
an outstanding genealogical publication.   She was a 
regular broadcaster on the Jewish radio station 
“Spectrum” and has lectured in Israel and the United 
States.  
 
Her report on the Jewish Cemetery at Ball’s Pond Road, 
London was instrumental in enabling English Heritage to 
declare the cemetery a site of local historic interest, and 
enabling the London Borough of Islington to refuse 
planning permission for the site to be built on, and the 
occupants moved elsewhere.   
 
She is a specialist in Anglo-Jewish research, particularly 
newspaper research.  At the moment, she is under 
contract to a New York Agent for an historic biography 
that she has written.  
 
Her talk concerns how the Jewish Victorian books came 
to be written and some of the many anecdotes that can 
be found in these volumes in connection with the 
Victorian Manchester community. 
 
Lorna’s note:  The wealth of information contained in 
these books cannot be underestimated, and Doreen 
has gone to great pains to ensure that her talk will 
cover a great deal of relevant Manchester details. 
 
 
 
Nigel Grizzard – “The Jews of Bradford 1830 – 2013, 
a Voyage of Discovery”: 
 
Nigel Grizzard comes from North East London and 
moved north to work for Bradford Council in 1976. 
Arriving in the city he became fascinated with Bradford's 
Jewish Connection which turned up in the most 
unexpected places. 
  
In 2012, through the Bradford Synagogue, he was 
awarded a Heritage Lottery Fund grant for a project 
'Making their Mark', which looks at the Jewish 
contribution to the building of Bradford. 
  
The Conference talk will look at the many discoveries the 
project has produced, about Jews and Bradford, both 
past and present. 
 
Nigel lectures extensively on the history of Jewish 
Bradford and is acknowledged to be THE leading expert 
in this field of research.    He also carries out a great deal 
of work on the reuse of West Yorkshire’s textile mills 
where he often finds a Jewish connection. 
 
Lorna’s note:  Being a modest man, it was not easy 
to get a full and rounded profile of him.   One of our 
committee members, Marie Padgett, has had 
professional dealings with him and cannot speak too 
highly of his depth of knowledge and approachable 
demeanor.   For anyone with Bradford connections, 
this speaker is a must.  



2 

 

 

Robin Seidenberg - "To Tell or Not to Tell: Should the 
Family Skeleton Stay in the Closet?"  
 
“If you cannot get rid of the family skeleton, you may as 
well make it dance” - George Bernard Shaw 
 
When Robin B. Seidenberg started studying her family 
history, she heard of a Chicago scandal involving a great 
aunt.    No one remembered or was willing to tell her very  
much.   After the Chicago Tribune was indexed and 
became available online, she found numerous articles 
showing photos of two great aunts. 
 
The 1920s were a wild time, and Chicago was a wild 
place.   Apparently Robin’s great aunts were wilder than 
most!     
 
Robin expected to find information in Chicago.   She was 
amazed to find sensational news stories from Los 
Angeles to London, Van Wert, Ohio to Vancouver, British 
Colombia.   She even learned of one great aunt’s career 
on Broadway and in Hollywood. 
 
After looking at the “family skeleton” on her maternal 
side, Robin started studying her father’s brother, a 
Hollywood movie producer.   Again, people seemed to 
have some form of amnesia. 
 
Having made millions in real estate and radio 
manufacturing, he was known as the “zipper king” when 
he arrived in Hollywood.   Gregory Peck, James Stewart, 
Charles Loughton, Barbara Stanwyck, Angie Dickinson, 
Jane Powell and a future president of the United States 
starred in his productions.   Always amidst a bevy of 
beauties, he had several wives including a Ziegfeld 
Follies star, a society heiress, and an actress called “one 
of the most beautiful women in the world”. 
 
Robin used online historical newspapers to unearth 
captivating details about the life of this flamboyant 
adventurer, “one of the most fabulous characters to hit 
Hollywood”. 
 
She has traced her maternal grandmother’s family back 
to Poland in the late 1700s, and completed a 136 page 
history of this family in six weeks as a special gift for her 
ninety-three year old mother when she fell seriously ill. 
 
Robin B. Seidenberg earned bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in French from the University of Chicago, and 
fulfilled most of her Ph.D. requirements at the University 
of Illinois.   As a former college French teacher, she has 
used her linguistic skills to translate family records from 
Polish and Old Cyrillic. 
 
Robin serves as executive vice president of the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Illinois, and is its co-president 
designate.   She is currently president of Lake County 
Area Computer Enthusiasts and vice president of 
Personal Computer Business Users Group, and is a 
member of the Genealogical Speakers Guild and the 
Association of Professional Genealogists. 
 
In addition to lecturing in the Midwest and Florida, Robin 
spoke at the 32

nd
 International Conference on Jewish 

genealogy in Paris last summer (July 2012).   
 
Robin specialises in using historical newspapers to 
research family history, and frequently lectures about 
“family skeletons”. 
 
Lorna’s note:   I heard Robin speak in Paris last July 
at the IAJGS Conference, and it was fascinating, 
interesting and very entertaining.  In particular, her 
PowerPoint presentation is highly entertaining.  We 
are truly very lucky to have an opportunity to hear 
her speak here in Manchester.    Robin likes plenty of 
audience participation, so please do join in the 
discussion as some of the topics covered are very 
emotive, others humorous.    For more information 
about Robin and her full and varied background, 
click onto this link: 
http://www.robinseidenberg.com/ 
 
 
 
Bill Williams – “The Mysterious letters of Marcus 
Wolfe”: 
 
Bill Williams is primarily a historian who has written about 
the growth of Manchester’s Jewish community. 
 
Four years ago Bill Williams retired from his lecturing 
post at the Centre of Jewish Studies at the University of 
Manchester.  Currently he is working on several projects, 
one of which is the subject of the paper he will give to the 
conference. 
 
The paper is an interpretation of over seventy letters 
written by, or to, three London-born Jewish brothers, two 
of whom attempted to set up a printing business, first in 
New South Wales (Australia) and then in California 
(USA) and finally in Hong Kong between 1840 and 1860.    
The third brother, Marcus Wolfe, after a time as a 
travelling surgeon-dentist, became a secretary of the 
prestigious Old Hebrew Congregation in Liverpool, and it 
was to him that the travelling brothers wrote of their 
experiences.   These included arriving in Sydney just as 
a convict colony was giving way to a flourishing city, in 
San Francisco when it consisted of no more than tents 
on the beach and in Hong Kong during the Taiping 
Rebellion. 
 
The paper will include historical questions which the 
audience will be invited to help him answer. 
 
Lorna’s note:   Having spent time with Bill when he 
explained the background of this Wolfe family, and 
explained his further research into their history, we 
can once again look forward to an amazingly detailed 
talk from Manchester’s leading Jewish historian. 
  

GENEALOGY IS NOT JUST A MATTER OF FINDING 
NAMES AND DATES, BUT OF PUTTING “FLESH ON 
BONES” i.e. ADDING THIS TYPE OF PERSONAL 
INFORMATION TO UNDERSTAND THE TIME-SCALE 
AND LIFE-STYLE OF THAT PARTICULAR PERSON 
ON YOUR FAMILY TREE.   WE HOPE YOU WILL 
ENJOY OUR CHOICE OF SPEAKERS. 
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Something new this year:  Are you a stamp 
collector?  Have you got any stamps or first-day 
covers showing famous Jewish personalities?  If you 
would be happy to share them with us in our slide-
show, please scan and e-mail them to 
lorna.kay@talktalk.net – thank you.    Last year’s 
slide show of synagogues from your own photos 
taken all over the world, was a great success. 

Feedback is always welcome and helps us to plan 

future events and workshops, so please complete the 

evaluation form which you will receive at the 

conference and leave it with one of our committee 

members – thank you.   

 

We noted the comments in previous years about the 

lack of space in the food area, and you will remember 

that last year we moved from the large hall to the 

lecture theatre, with a separate lounge area for lunch, 

where we had our well-received slide show on a loop, 

on the screen there. 

 

 

 

 

As last year, there will be a raffle for a one-year 

subscription to the Who Do You Think You Are? 

magazine. 

 

 

EXHIBITORS: TO BE ANNOUNCED AS WE ARE STILL 

 

 IN NEGOTIATIONS 

 

 

Chris Makepeace - author and historian will be with us 

again with a great selection of maps and books 

 

Chris Makepeace attended Manchester University, was 

Manchester's Local History Librarian from 1969 until 

1973, and then joined Greater Manchester Council to 

provide historical information on a wide range of 

subjects. He has taught on many courses and is a regular 

lecturer and writer on the history of Manchester. He is 

on the editorial board of the Manchester Region History 

Review and is author of over 20 books. He has been a 

member of the Manchester Literary & Philosophical Soc 

since 1981, and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 

since 1986. He was chair of the Library Association local 

Studies Group for 3 years, and chairman of the North 

West Branch of the LA Local Studies Group.  

 

He has written almost 50 historical introductions for 

The Godfrey Edition, and also sells the maps at many 

local history fairs. 

 

 
For future events and workshops 

organized by the Manchester Regional 
Group of the JGSGB send an e-mail to 
lorna.kay@talktalk.netlorna.kay@talktalk.netlorna.kay@talktalk.netlorna.kay@talktalk.net if you would 
like to go on our mailing list. 

 

If you are not a member of the Society 
and would like information about 
joining, click onto our website where 
you can see everything that the JGSGB 

has to offer 
 

www.jgsgb.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

The Manchester Regional Group is run by a very small 

committee of just six dedicated people, namely – 

 

Lorna Kay 

Marie Padgett 

Errol Gross 

Sylvia Seddon 

Hyam Freedman 

Andy Lister 

 

We are currently looking for someone who would be 

willing to handle publicity for us, which is mainly a once 

a year job for the conference.    If you would like to be 

more “hands on” with the Society, please speak to one of 

our committee members at the conference or e-mail 

lorna.kay@talktalk.net  

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a book stall with the JGSGB publications in 

the “Jewish Ancestors?” series, namely –  

 

Genealogical Resources within the Home & Family £5.95 

A Guide to Organising your Family History Records £4.95 

A Guide to Reading Hebrew Inscriptions & Documents £4.50 

A Guide to Jewish Genealogy in the UK £5.95 

A Guide to Jewish Genealogy in Lithuania (Revised) £5.95 

A Guide to Jewish Genealogy in Poland £4.95 

A Guide to Jewish Genealogy in Latvia & Estonia £5.95 
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CONFERENCE VENUE FOR SUNDAY,  

12TH MAY 2013 
 

Greater Manchester Police Training College  
Sedgley Park Road, 

Prestwich, Manchester M25 0JT. 
 
Click on the link to show the venue and its excellent facilities. 
    
 
Coming from Manchester city centre, via Deansgate and past Manchester Cathedral.  There are 
currently road works and a diversion in the area of the Cathedral and diversion signs are in place 
which will get you back onto the main road with just a very short detour.   By the time the 
conference comes round these may or may not be finished.  Follow Bury New Road (A56).  You will 
see shops and warehouses on both sides of the road, and then several car showrooms.    Continue 
in a straight line up Bury New Road for about a further mile and a half, as far as Sedgley Park and 
you will see a Lidl store on the right hand side of the road with Carphone Warehouse on the left.   
Just past there, the third road on the right is a very short road leading into Sedgley Park Road.   As 
you turn into the road and bear right, you will see ahead of you the gates to the Police 
College.    The first set of gates will be locked - go to the gates which are manned by a 
security guard, show your parking pass and he will let you through.   Access will not be 
granted without your parking pass.  The distance from the Cathedral to Sedgley Park Road is 
about 3 miles. 
 
 
Coming from the M60/M62 motorways, exit at junction 17 and follow Bury New Road (A56) with 
the Vauxhall dealer (Grimshaws) on the left hand side and then TGI Friday on the right hand side.    
Follow Bury New Road through Prestwich Village (past Tesco on the right and M&S on the left) and 
past the parks on either side of the road.     Follow the road down to the traffic lights at the junction 
of Bury New Road and Scholes Lane, where you will see shops on both sides of the road.   Sedgley 
Park Road is on the left.    See above red panel for final directions.   J17 to Sedgley Park Road is 
about 2 miles. 
 
If you need more detailed instructions, please send an e-mail to lorna.kay@talktalk.net 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

YOUR PARKING PERMIT WILL BE SENT WITH YOUR TICKET 
THE PERMIT WILL HAVE YOUR TICKET NUMBER AND YOUR NAME ON IT TO 

MATCH THE INFORMATION ON THE CHECKLIST THAT THE 
SECURITY GUARD WILL HAVE 

ACCESS WILL NOT BE GRANTED WITHOUT THIS   
 

THERE IS SECURE ON-SITE PARKING AT THE VENUE 
 

FOR ANYONE COMING TO MANCHESTER FROM OUT OF TOWN, THERE IS ON-SITE  
ACCOMODATION – SINGLE & DOUBLE EN SUITE ROOMS AT A VERY REASONABLE RATE 
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CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 

 

I wish to register for the JGSGB Eleventh 
Annual Northern Conference to be held on 
Sunday, the 12th May 2013 at the Greater 

Manchester Police Training College,        
Sedgley Park Road, Prestwich  

(See directions to venue box) 

 

Wheelchair access is available. 

There is on-site parking in the grounds of 
the college and a parking permit is 
necessary.   These will be issued with the 
tickets and must be presented to the 
security officer at the lodge on arrival. 

 
 
Please write in BLOCK CAPITALS 

 

Name.…….......…………………………………… 
 
Address……………………………........................
.............................................................................
.............................................................................
.............................................................................
........................................................................... 
 
Telephone  
Number.………………………………...................
Mobile 
Number……………………………….................... 
 
E-mail  
Address………………………………................... 
Please write clearly - thank you 

 
 
Number of tickets required ……………………… 
 
 
Individual 
Names…………………………………………....... 
 
………………………………................................ 
 
………………………………………………………. 
 

 
Registration Fee per person: 
 
Including refreshments  £20.00 
during the day and lunch 
 
Cheque enclosed:       £……… 
 

Made payable to JGSGB  

 
 
If you require further information, please e-mail 
Lorna Kay (Chairman, Manchester Regional 
Group of the Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Great Britain) at the following address: 
  

lorna.kay@talktalk.net 

 
 
Registration forms and payment should be sent 
to: 
 
Mrs Lorna Kay 
26 Park Lane Court 
462 Bury New Road 
Salford 
Manchester M7 4LP 
 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
For security reasons 

admission is by  
advanced booking only. 

Please ensure that you bring your 
ticket and parking permit  

with you on the day. 
 
 

We suggest printing off the whole of 
the document and bringing it with you 
so that you have the day’s programme 

and running order     
No copies will be available at the 

venue 
 


