
 

 

   2015 Conference  

Programme & Registration Form 

For latest news update on what our Group is doing please see back page

 
Manchester Regional Group of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain 

Celebrating 13 YEARS of hosting the Northern Annual Conference  

                      JOIN US FOR OUR VERY SPECIAL BARMITZVAH CONFERENCE!                V 

vThirteenth Northern Annual Conference 

Sir David Wilmot Conference Suite 

Greater Manchester Police Training College 

M25 0JT 

Sunday, 10th May 2015 
It gives us great pleasure to announce that the Manchester Regional Group of the JGSGB is for the thirteenth year 

hosting the Northern Annual Conference.  The venue is again the prestigious Greater Manchester Police Training College 

in Sedgley Park, Prestwich - location directions are included with this programme.   As in previous years, this will be a full 

day event and a light buffet lunch will be served under full kosher supervision.   Refreshments will be served on arrival 

and during the day.   We appreciate the continued support of our “regulars” and look forward to seeing new faces also. 

We hope you will continue to support our events, and we again have a really top class team of speakers to inform, 

enlighten and possibly surprise you.  We look forward to seeing you on the 10
th

 May.   See back page news on what we 

have been doing and what is coming up later this year. 

Lorna Kay - Manchester Regional Group Committee  

 

On receipt of your payment and registration form, we will e-mail your admission ticket & parking permit to you.  See registration 

form on page 6. 

NB: For security reasons, we ask that you show your parking permit at the gate and present your ticket to gain admission – thank you. 

 

Conference Programme 
09:15 – 10:00 am Registration and Coffee 

10:00 – 10:10 Lorna Kay - Opening Address & Welcome  

10:15 – 11:00 Audrey Collins – Census records info including versions in Yiddish/Hebrew 

11.00 – 11.10 Short interval 

11:15 – 12.00 Joel Levy – My Family Treasure: gems from newspapers & other sources 

12:00 – 12:45 pm Maurice Gleeson - How to use DNA testing to help your genealogical 
research 

12:45 – 14.00 Lunch -  Exhibitors  -  Slide show 

14.00 – 14.15 Saul Issroff -  JGSGB President 

14.15 – 15.00 Leigh Dworkin – “Finding Bubba’s Sister” – how American Genealogy can 
help you break down your Polish brick walls 

15.00 – 15.15 Tea interval and raffle draw 

15:20 – 15.35 Errol Gross – The Refugee Boy and the “Stolperstein” – a query resolved 

15.45 -  16.45 Galina Baranova – Lithuanian State Archives – Jewish records 

17:00 pm                     Conference ends 

Please note that the speakers and the running order may be subject to change without notice.      

We apologise if this becomes necessary. 

It would be very much appreciated if people would be seated in the auditorium by 10.00am.  Thank you. 

 



 

 

PROFILES OF OUR SPEAKERS ARE 

LISTED IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY 

WILL SPEAK AND NOT IN ORDER OF 

IMPORTANCE 

 
AUDREY COLLINS:  Census records info including 
versions in Yiddish/Hebrew 
 
Audrey Collins worked as a freelance researcher for 
15 years before joining the staff of The National 
Archives.  In 2001 she was engaged by the Office for 
National Statistics as their official Census historian for 
the bicentenary census in that year, and also served 
on the advisory panel for the 1901 census digitisation 
project. 
 
Audrey is the author of three titles in the 'Basic Facts' 
series of family history guides, co-wrote The Complete 
Guide to Tracing Your Family History and has also 
contributed sections in the Family History Companion, 
and Census: the expert guide. She regularly gives 
talks at external events and conferences, in the UK, 
Ireland and the USA.  Her research interests include 
the history and operation of the General Register 
Office, Civil Registration and the census, Scottish and 
Irish records in The National Archives, newspapers 
and periodicals and retail history. 
 
“My job is Records Specialist - Family History in the 
Advice and Records Knowledge department. I worked 
as a freelance researcher for 15 years before joining 
The National Archives in 2002, and I have written 
extensively on family history subjects. I have also 
spoken at conferences and events both at home and 
overseas, and my research interests include the 
history and development of the General Register 
Office, retail history and the researching newspapers 
and periodicals. In recent years I have become 
particularly interested in the application of technology 
and the use of online resources in genealogy.” 
(From her NA blog). 
 
Lorna’s note:    Audrey’s specialism re census 
records includes the special 1901 and 1911 
versions of the enumeration forms issued in 
Hebrew/Yiddish as a concession for the tens of 
thousands of Jewish immigrants who could not 
speak English. 
 
 
JOEL LEVY: My Family Treasure - Gems From 
Newspapers and Other Sources 
 
Joel Levy was born in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
After graduating as a dentist in 1987, he moved to 
Israel, where he lived for three years.   This year 
marks Joel’s 25th anniversary in the UK.  Although 
born in South Africa, Joel has ancestral roots in the UK 
stretching back to the very early 1820’s; his Bloom 
family settled in South Wales and his King family 
across the River Severn in Bristol.   His talk will cover 
things discovered about these two families (and 
others) from sources other than the basic genealogical 
sources generally used.    

Joel has been interested in his family history since he 
was a school kid in South Africa and has been working 
on his family genealogy for over 30 years.  His 
maternal family, like many South African Jews, has 
their origins in Lithuania.  Most of Joel’s Lithuanian 
family were killed in the Holocaust.  Two lines of his 
family have been in the UK for at least 9 generations 
so Joel has used his time here, not only practising 
dentistry, but also trying to track down every single 
descendant of those two original families. One of 
Joel’s great-grandparents was born in Manchester, so 
he is delighted to be giving this talk here. 
 
Joel has been a member of JGSGB for many years. 
He is the immediate past vice-chairman of the Society, 
is a member of the Chiltern’s Regional Group and has 
been one of the co-conveners of the Anglo-Jewish 
SIG. Joel has given numerous talks at various 
meetings of our Society. He has had two articles 
published in Shemot, the award winning journal of The 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain. 
 
Lorna’s note:   I heard Joel give this talk at the 
Society’s 2014 AGM in London and not only was it 
very well researched and interesting, but it was 
also very entertaining – as a result of which we 
invited him to come and speak in Manchester. 
 
 
DR MAURICE GLEESON  -  How to use DNA testing 
to help your genealogical research 
 
Maurice is a psychiatrist, a pharmaceutical physician, 
& a genetic genealogist.  He did his first DNA test in 
2008 and since then has used DNA to good effect in 
his own family tree research, finding relatives in 
Australia whose ancestors had left Ireland in 1886, and 
tracing one line of his family back to the 1600's in 
Limerick. He is now Project Administrator for the 
Spearin, Farrell, and Gleason Surname Projects and 
runs several special interest projects, including the 
iCARA project, which aims to help people with 
Caribbean ancestry and Irish surnames find their 
ancestral homelands and even distant cousins living 
today. Maurice organises Genetic Genealogy Ireland 
and speaks about DNA and genealogy at international 
and national meetings. 
Here is how Maurice describes his talk: 
Many people are interested in doing a DNA test but 
are not sure what tests are available or what the 
difference is between the various tests, so this 
presentation will give a detailed description of the three 
main types of DNA test.  It will cover what each test 
will tell you, and what to do once you get your results. 
That way you can decide for yourself which test might 
be best to help answer the questions you have relating 
to your own family tree research. The presentation will 
cover how the Y-DNA test can tell you about your deep 
ancestry, and connect you with relatives, on your direct 
MALE line (your father's father's father's line). I'll also 
discuss how Y-DNA is particularly useful for surname 
projects (because like the surname, the Y-DNA is 
passed down from father to son in a direct male line). 
Similarly, I'll discuss how the mitochondrial DNA test 
can inform you about your deep ancestry, and connect 



 

 

you with relatives, on your direct FEMALE line (your 
mother's mother's mother's line). Lastly, I will talk 
about the autosomal DNA test and how it can help you 
connect with more recent cousins (on all your 
ancestral lines) who share a common ancestor with 
you in the last 200 years or so.    All of the tests will be 
illustrated with examples to show just how powerful 
DNA testing can be. 
 
Lorna’s note:  We welcome this very prestigious 
speaker on a most topical and important subject, 
following feedback requests after our 2014 
conference. 
 
 
LEIGH DWORKIN:   “Finding Bubba’s Sister” – 
how American Genealogy can help you break 
down your Polish brick walls 
 
Leigh has an MA in Mathematics from Cambridge 
University where he specialised in Quantum 
mechanics, General Relativity and Cosmology. He is 
an IT Consultant and currently works for Samsung 
Electronics on their security software for smartphones 
and tablets, and has worked for international software 
companies in both England and California for the past 
30 years. 
 
In his spare time he acts as the webmaster for a 
number of charities he supports, such as “Greyhounds 
in Need”, and has also performed this task 
(webmaster) for the JGSGB. 
 
He is President of the Windsor & Eton Round Table 
(the younger version of Rotary), and organizes 
fundraising and community events, as well as putting 
together the website. 
 
He is on the Council of the JGSGB, chairing the 
Preservation of Records subcommittee, contributing to 
the fundraising subcommittee and advising on matters 
to do with the website, social networking and other 
technical items. He has spoken several times at the 
Chilterns Regional Group and the Eastern European 
Special Interest Group of the JGSGB. 
 
Genealogically speaking, he considers himself to be 
5/8ths Polish, ¼ Lithuanian and 1/8th Belarusian, 
judging by his great-grandparents’ nationalities, which 
is far more interesting and exotic than being just an 
Essex lad. 
 
He is a passionate amateur genealogist and has been 
working on his own family tree for about 35 years. He 
lives in Maidenhead, with his wife and daughter whose 
English ancestry has been traced back to a Saxon 
thane who owned large tracts of land in Lancashire, 
called Waldef of Ulverston, at the time of King Henry I 
and King Stephen in 1135 CE. 
 
Lorna’s note:   We are delighted to welcome “one 
of our own” – a Council member and a regular 
supporter of our own Manchester Regional Group, 
in addition to being a very experienced and 
knowledgeable genealogist. 

ERROL GROSS: The Refugee Boy and the 
“Stolperstein” – a query resolved 
 
Originally from Johannesburg where he graduated in 
medicine, Errol has lived in Manchester for many 
years.  Despite that, his accent is definitely not 
Mancunian.  He has retired from the NHS and spends 
his time researching his family history, reading books 
that piled up at his bedside while working, and visiting 
family.  To maintain contact with the medical world, he 
teaches medical students and is an examiner.  In the 
past, he has been a faculty member on various 
teaching courses for the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England of which he is a Fellow.   
 
Most of his family left Lithuania in the early 1900s and 
emigrated to the Cape, the Orange Free State and 
thence to the Transvaal and Johannesburg.  Further 
waves of migration have seen the family dispersed 
from South Africa to other continents.  His interest in 
genealogy was stimulated after his son’s bar mitzvah 
and a large amount of information has been gathered.  
Brick walls have been demolished in some areas. 
Others seem to be made of concrete.   Errol’s father, 
when asked what the original name was in Russia, 
replied “I don’t know.  I never asked.  Why should I?” 
 
A member of JGSGB for many years, Errol has been a 
committee member of the Manchester Regional group 
and involved with organising our annual conferences. 
The idea for the presentation came about following a 
chance meeting at a local family history fair.  
Subsequent investigations “stumbled” across a 
remarkable research resource.    
 
Lorna’s notes:  Errol is a much valued member of 
our Manchester Regional Group committee, 
without whom our conferences would not be so 
efficiently and professionally run. 
 
 
GALINA BARANOVA: Lithuanian State Archives – 
Jewish records 
 
Galina Baranova was born in Kaunas and graduated 
from Vilnius University.   She has worked in the 
different departments of the Lithuanian State Historical 
Archives since 1975, and she began to work with 
Jewish genealogical requests and Jewish documents 
in 1991.   She was a member of the International 
Institute for Archival Science (Maribor, Slovenia) from 
1996 till 2001.   She took part in different international 
conferences (in Lithuania, Latvia, Russia, England and 
USA) touching Jewish genealogy, history and culture. 
Galina has prepared and published the articles about 
famous Litvaks based on the documents preserved in 
the archive. At the present time she is department 
adviser of the Information and Promotion Branch in the 
archive.    She can be contacted by mail at Gerosios 
Vilties g. 10, 03134 Vilnius, Lithuania. 
 
Galina’s talk will cover what types of Jewish records 
are held in the State Archives in Vilnius and how to get 
the best out of them. 
 



 

 

Lorna’s note:   I was fortunate to hear Galina’s talk 
at the Lithuanian Embassy in London in December 
2013 when she gave an excellent PowerPoint 
presentation.    The large audience of genealogists, 
dignitaries, religious leaders and others were 
captivated by her talk and impressed with the 
depth of her knowledge.    To those people with a 
Lithuanian background, this is definitely one not to 
miss! 
 
 

GENEALOGY IS NOT JUST A MATTER OF 

FINDING NAMES AND DATES, BUT OF 

PUTTING “FLESH ON BONES” i.e. ADDING 

THIS TYPE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION TO 

UNDERSTAND THE TIME-SCALE AND LIFE-

STYLE OF THAT PARTICULAR PERSON ON 

YOUR FAMILY TREE.   WE HOPE YOU WILL 

ENJOY OUR CHOICE OF SPEAKERS. 

 

 

 

As last year, there will be a raffle but with THREE 

fabulous prizes – thanks to the generosity of 

Who Do You Think You Are? (one year magazine 

subscription), FindmyPast (one year top 

subscription to website)  and a twelve month 

subscription to Forces War Records website. 

 

 

 

 

Chris Makepeace – author and historian will be with us 

again with a great selection of maps and books ~~ 

Chris Makepeace attended Manchester University, 

was Manchester's Local History Librarian from 1969 

until 1973, and then joined Greater Manchester 

Council to provide historical information on a wide 

range of subjects.   He has taught on many courses 

and is a regular lecturer and writer on the history of 

Manchester. He has written almost 50 historical 

introductions for The Godfrey Edition, and also sells 

the maps at many local history fairs.   

 

Chris is author of over 20 books. He has been a 

member of the Manchester Literary & Philosophical 

Society since 1981, and a Fellow of the Society of 

Antiquaries since 1986. He was chair of the Library 

Association local Studies Group for 3 years, and 

chairman of the North West Branch of the LA Local 

Studies Group.  

 

 

 

The Manchester Regional Group is 

run by a small committee of just 

seven dedicated people, namely: 

Lorna Kay   Marie Padgett 

Errol Gross  Sylvia Seddon 

Andy Lister  Stephen Brown 

Denise Stallman  

If you would like to be more “hands 

on” with this group, please e-mail 
lorna.kay@talktalk.net  

 

 

 

WE HAVE ACCUMULATED A QUALITY 

LIBRARY OF ABOUT 275 ITEMS AND WE 

ARE TRYING TO BUILD ON THIS ALL 

THE TIME FOR THE BENEFIT OF OUR 

MEMBERS.   IF YOU HAVE ANY OLD 
TRADE DIRECTORIES, YEAR BOOKS 
OR ANNUAL REPORTS THAT YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO DONATE, WE WOULD 

BE VERY GRATEFUL – THANK YOU. 

 
 

 
DON’T FORGET  

TO COMPLETE AND HAND IN YOUR 
FEEDBACK/COMMENTS FORM AT 
THE END OF THE CONFERENCE   

 
~~ THANK YOU ~~ 

 
We do read them all and take note of 

everything you write 
 
 

This helps greatly with planning our 
future meetings and conferences 

 

 
 



 

 

There will be a BOOK STALL with the JGSGB 
publications in the “Jewish Ancestors?” 
series, namely –  
 
Genealogical Resources within the Home & 
Family                                                       £5.95 
A Guide to Organising your Family History 
Records                                                    £4.95 
A Guide to Reading Hebrew Inscriptions & 
Documents                                               £4.50 
A Guide to Jewish Genealogy in the UK   
                                                                  £5.95 
A Guide to Jewish Genealogy in Lithuania 
(Revised)                                                  £5.95 
A Guide to Jewish Genealogy in Poland                                                      
(Revised)                      £6.00 
A Guide to Jewish Genealogy in Latvia & 
Estonia            £5.95 
 

 

 

FULLY SUPERVISED KOSHER CATERING 

will be provided by Ros Livshin, and the 

menu promises to be our best yet.    

“Locals” will know of Ros’s reputation as a 

professional genealogist, and now everyone 

will be able to sample her excellent 

catering. 

Should you wish to contact her for this or 

for her professional genealogy services,  

Her e-mail address is  

rosalyn.livshin@googlemail.com 

 

 

For future events and workshops 

organized by the Manchester Regional 

Group of the JGSGB send an e-mail to   

lorna.kay@talktalk.net if you would like 

to go on our mailing list. 

 

If you are not a member of the Society 

and would like information about joining, 

click onto our website where you can see 

everything that the JGSGB   has to 

offer 

www.jgsgb.org.uk 

 

Who Do You Think You Are? Live 
 

This is THE genealogical event of the 

year and if you have not attended 

previously, it is now easier than ever to 

do so. 

 

No need to shlep to London this year, as 

it is at the NEC in Birmingham. 

 

16th – 18th April 2015 

Thursday/Friday/Saturday 
Expert help in researching your family 

history isn't just for celebrities: come to a 

live event where everything you need to 

know is all under one roof!    

 

Seventeen new exhibitors in addition to 
those who have participated in the past 
eight years. 
 

2015 Keynote Workshop speaker revealed - 

Dick Eastman!   Other celebrities will be 

attending also – click onto link for full 

details of the full three day event.    

 

For the seventh year, FamilyTreeDNA are 

back sponsoring the DNA workshop. 

 

Click onto this link for full details 

www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.com 

 

 

 

THE CONFERENCE IS OPEN TO 

MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS 

SO BRING YOUR FAMILY, 

FRIENDS AND ANYONE ELSE 

WHO YOU THINK MIGHT BE 

INTERESTED 

 



 

 

 
CONFERENCE VENUE FOR SUNDAY, 

10TH MAY 2015 
 

Greater Manchester Police Training College 
Sedgley Park Road 

Prestwich, Manchester M25 0JT 
 

 
 
Click on the link to show the venue and all the facilities: 
www.cctvinspectorate.org/documents/sedgley_park_facilities_brochure.pdf 
We will be using the Sir David Wilmot Conference Suite - scroll down through the brochure and if you need 
accommodation, you can see the rooms (both single and double en suite) which are available at a very 
modest cost, and this includes secure on-site parking. 
    
 
Coming from Manchester city centre, via Deansgate and past Manchester Cathedral.  There are currently 
road works and a diversion in the area of the Cathedral and diversion signs are in place which will get you 
back onto the main road with just a very short detour.   Follow Bury New Road (A56).  You will see shops 
and warehouses on both sides of the road, and then several car showrooms.    Continue in a straight line 
up Bury New Road for about a further mile and a half, as far as Sedgley Park and you will see a Lidl store on 
the right hand side of the road with Carphone Warehouse on the left.   Just past there, the third road on the 
right is a very short road leading into Sedgley Park Road.   As you turn into the road and bear right, you 
will see ahead of you the gates to the Police College.    The first set of gates will be locked - go to the 
gates which are manned by a security guard, show your parking pass and he will let you through.   
Access will not be granted without your parking pass.  The distance from the Cathedral to Sedgley Park 
Road is about 3 miles. 
 
 
Coming from the M60/M62 motorways, exit at junction 17 and follow Bury New Road (A56) with the 
Vauxhall dealer on the left hand side and then TGI Friday on the right hand side.    Follow Bury New Road 
through Prestwich Village (past Tesco on the right and M&S on the left) and past the parks on either side of 
the road.     Follow the road down to the traffic lights at the junction of Bury New Road and Scholes Lane, 
where you will see shops on both sides of the road.   Sedgley Park Road is on the left.    See above red 
panel for final directions.   J17 to Sedgley Park Road is about 2 miles. 
 
 
If you need more detailed instructions, please send an e-mail to lorna.kay@talktalk.net 
 
 
 
 

 
YOUR PARKING PERMIT WILL BE SENT WITH YOUR TICKET.   THIS WILL HAVE YOUR TICKET NUMBER 
AND YOUR NAME ON IT TO MATCH THE INFORMATION ON THE CHECKLIST THAT THE SECURITY 
GUARD WILL HAVE.   ACCESS WILL NOT BE GRANTED WITHOUT THIS. 
 

THERE IS SECURE ON-SITE PARKING AT THE VENUE 
 

FOR ANYONE COMING TO MANCHESTER FROM OUT OF TOWN, THERE IS ON-SITE 
ACCOMMODATION AT A VERY REASONABLE RATE 

 
£25 single/£35 double plus VAT - See venue link above for full brochure 

 



 

 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 

 

I wish to register for the JGSGB Thirteenth 
Annual Northern Conference to be held on 
Sunday, the 10th May 2015 at the Greater 
Manchester Police Training College,        
Sedgley Park Road,  Prestwich. 

(See directions to venue box on previous page) 

 

Wheelchair access is available. 

There is free on-site parking in the grounds 
of the college and a parking permit is 
necessary.   These will be issued with the 
tickets and must be presented to the 
security officer at the lodge on arrival. 

 
 
Please write in BLOCK CAPITALS 
 

Name.…….......……………………………… 
 
Address 
..........................................................................
..........................................................................
..........................................................................
..........................................................................
....................................... 
 
Telephone 
Number……………………………......................     
 
Mobile Number …………………………………. 
 
 
E-mail  
Address……………………………….................. 
 
Please write clearly - thank you 

 
 
Number of tickets required       ………… 
 
Individual 
Names…………………………………………..... 
 
………………………………............................... 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration Fee per person: 
 
Including refreshments  £25.00 
during the day and a buffet  
lunch 
 
Cheque enclosed:       £……… 
 

Made payable to JGSGB  

If you require further information, please e-mail 
Lorna Kay at the following address: 
  
lorna.kay@talktalk.net 
 
 
Registration forms and payment should be 
sent to: 
 
 
Mrs Lorna Kay 
26 Park Lane Court 
462 Bury New Road 
Salford 
Manchester M7 4LP 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 
For security reasons admission is by 
advanced booking only. 
 
Please ensure that you bring your ticket 
and parking permit with you on the day. 
 
 
We suggest printing off the whole of the 
document and bringing it with you so that 
you have the day’s programme and running 
order     
 
 
No copies will be available at the venue 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
March 2015 Group News Update 

 

 

 

As in 2013 our plan for 2014 was for quality not quantity 

ie we cut back having frequent monthly meetings and 

concentrated on meetings about every six/eight weeks 

with a wide variety of themes. 

 

The first meeting after our May Annual Conference was 

on the 20
th
 July and was entitled Genealogy for 

Everyone with emphasis on FindMyPast as a useful 

research tool, and we attracted a good crowd.    The 

PowerPoint presentation was a great success, with on-

line access to the FMP website. 

 

Our 8th September 2014 visit to Manchester Central 

Library was specially organized by one of the archivists, 

for our committee to have a tour behind the scenes of 

the new £50 million revamped library.    It is impossible 

to describe the upgrade and state of the art technology 

to help researchers – this is definitely a MUST for 

everyone this year.    For anyone who wants to spend 

time with the archives, it is only necessary to make e-

mail contact to arrange a date and any original material 

that a researcher needs to see will be made available.   

Try to give two or three days’ notice. 

 

On the 12
th
 October we participated in the Stockport 

Family History Fair which was very interesting and we 

made some good contacts, one of which has resulted in 

the talk being given by Errol Gross at our May 

conference.     

 

In November, we decided to enter the Committee in the 

Manchester Jewish Representative Council’s annual 

Community Challenge Quiz; this is a very high standard 

quiz and the competition is strong.     Considering it was 

the first time we had entered and were up against real 

professionals who have participated for many years, we 

did not disgrace ourselves and came 8
th
 out of 19 

teams.    It was great fun and during the evening we had 

some interesting inquiries from other participants, so it 

was a good PR exercise.    

 

On the 23rd November we held a meeting in the 

afternoon at our regular venue, the Meade Hill Shul 

when over 30 people attended.   The theme was getting 

the best out of JewishGen and as always we had our 

internet connection to show the website live on a large 

screen.     We demonstrated the lesser-known areas of 

JewishGen to the “uninitiated” who found it a very 

interesting and worthwhile meeting.    In addition, all the 

basics were covered for those people new to 

genealogy. 

 

Our latest Sunday afternoon meeting was on the 22
nd

 

February at the Meade Hill Road Shul when we invited 

local businessman Stanley Hyman to come and speak 
about his recently published book “Is Anything 

Alright?”   The book is the history of Titanics, the family 

butcher/deli business founded by his grandfather, who 

was one of the few survivors of the ill-fated “Titanic” 

which sank in 1912.   To quote the book cover “This is 

his (Stanley’s) hilarious account of his time at the helm 

and the thrills and spills he encountered along the way”.   

It was a super talk and the book is a super read. 

 

On the 22
nd

 March (postponed from the 18
th
 January 

when the weather forced us to cancel the meeting) we 

will have the pleasure of hearing Monica McMullin from 
Liverpool talk about her recently published book “The 

Daddy of all Mysteries”.   The book traces the history 

and tells the story of two very different families whose 

lives were equally filled with sorrow and hardship. It is 

not a sad story by any means. It is filled with comical 

anecdotes that could only happen in Liverpool. It’s a 

story about the struggles, fears, laughter and tears of a 

generation now dead and gone. 

 

The story is of Monica’s parents’ secret love and the 

search for her mystery father, whose ancestors 

originated from the Kovno area of what was once 

Imperial Russia.     Monica will describe how she did her 

research and the unexpected surprises along the way. 

 

Our group’s cemetery database which is still a “work in 

progress” continues to grow steadily in the capable 

hands of Hyam and Danny Freedman, and includes 

photographs for three quarters of the (almost) three and 

a half thousand records.    These include entries for all 

over the United Kingdom, Ireland, Isle of Man, America, 

Israel, South Africa, Canada, and Jamaica.     So if you 

have photos of your own family headstones that you are 

willing to share, please contact committee member 

Sylvia Seddon at bryansyl@gmail.co.uk.  

 
After the Conference, we are planning for the 28th June 
a general “Open Day” like we used to do years ago.    
This is a freebie where we invite the public to come and 
see what we do, and put out lots of books, files and our 
own research on display so that the people (especially 
beginners) can see just what can be achieved with time 
and patience.    
 
We have found from past experience that July and 
August are months when people are on holiday; 
September and October include the Jewish High 
Holydays so unless something with special appeal 
crops up we will take a summer break.   If possible, we 
will arrange a group outing to a place of genealogical 
interest.    Meetings will, however, be held on the 
following dates: 
 
1st November – Theme to be advised 
13th December – Theme to be advised 
 
 
 

We look forward to seeing you at our conference  

on Sunday, 10
th

 May 

 


