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Introduction 
Once again, we are holding the Conference at the Jewish Museum, so that attendees will not only 
have the opportunity to hear the speakers who have been gathered together by the Programme 
Committee, and catch up with old friends, but also to visit the Museum’s galleries. The speakers will 
cover topics ranging from recollections of life in the East End to the wealth of material now 
available online to genealogists researching their Jewish roots. We hope that this will offer 
knowledge and information to satisfy us all. 

We want to ensure that the Panel Session in the afternoon is as fruitful as possible and that 
attendees get the best possible benefit from the wisdom and knowledge of the panellists. To 
ensure that this happens, we would like to receive questions in advance. Please send your 
questions to the Secretary (secretary@jgsgb.org.uk) by 23 October. 

The names of all those who purchase a programme to attend the Conference will be entered in a 
prize draw. The first prize has been generously donated by MyHeritage, and will be a one-year 
‘Complete’ MyHeritage subscription (comprising a PremiumPlus site subscription and a worldwide 
data subscription). In addition, MyHeritage is offering all JGSGB members (whether or not they 
attend the Conference) significant discounts on the first year of certain annual subscriptions. These 
are detailed below.  

See the final page of this newsletter for the Conference Registration Form.!Please print this 
programme and bring it with you, as extra copies will not be available on the day.!!
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PROGRAMME 
10.00am   REGISTRATION AND COFFEE 

10.30am   Welcome 

10.40am   Behind the Scenes at MyHeritage: Laurence Harris  

11.30am    The Wandering Jews (A personal history of the Jews 

     across Europe to Britain): Gordon Barnett  

12.20pm  Lunch supplied by Deliphone 

1.30pm   Memories of the East End: Tony Abrahams  

2.20pm    To be announced: Stefan Dickers  

3.10pm   Tea 

3.30pm   Panel Session: Doreen Berger , Ric Cooper , 

    Laurence Harris  and Jeanette Rosenberg  

4.20pm   Closing speech: Saul Issroff , President of the 

    Society 

4.30pm   Close 

 
!
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SPEAKERS’ PROFILES 
Tony Abrahams 
Tony Abrahams’ working life was spent in business. Over the course of twenty years, he wrote a 
non-commercial book (Dear Relative. A history of our Abrahams family. Or how we discovered 
America) about the history of the Jews in Europe and the story of the origin of his ancestors. this 
was embellished with stories of the more recent family and the many 
discoveries made during his research These include a distant relative who 
sailed with Columbus, and family in Poland who reinvented themselves and 
managed to evade the Nazis. A copy is in the Society library.  

His talk is entitled “Memories of the East End” – memories of going to the 
East End to visit relatives and going to the market. (He did not live there 
himself and his parents left in 1938.) It always appeared full of life with 
interesting stories and people.  

The idea for a talk was suggested by his rabbi, who had read the book and realised that many 
people had an interest in the area. 

!
Gordon Barnett 
Gordon Barnett trained as a biochemist, worked as a factory manager with Unilever and Lyons, and 
ran a horticulture and design business with his wife for 35 years. His ancestry includes two noble 

Sephardi families on his mother’s side and German/Polish origins on his 
father’s side. The death of an aunt in 1996 led to the uncovering of a close 
relationship with the diamond magnates of South Africa and stimulated his 
serious interest in Jewish genealogy.  

His talk, “The Wandering Jews”, traces the path of the Jews across Europe via 
a multitude of expulsions, and a personal record of his extensive family in 
Britain, mainly in London, as they strove to survive as economic migrants. 
!

Stefan Dickers 
Stefan Dickers is Library and Archives Manager at the Bishopsgate Institute, and looks after its 
numerous collections on London, labour, co-operation, free thought and 
humanism, and protest. 

The East End of London and the social conditions of the area has 
fascinated generations of people, and the talk will use the extensive 
collections on London History held at Bishopsgate Institute. 

 
Ric Cooper 
Ric Cooper has been a member of JGSGB since its inception. His inspiration to become a 
genealogist came when he asked his late father about the family’s history, and got the response “All 
you need to know about the Old Country is that it was terrible, and you should thank God that your 
grandfather got out!” Naturally, being a contrary child, this spurred him on to devote the rest of his 
life to finding out as much as he could about the subject!  

!
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On his mother’s side, his grandmother was a member of the vast cousinhood of 
the MILLET family (as in Millets Clothing and Camping Stores). Most of the ladies 
were called Fanny and most of the men were called Michael, so from an early 
age he had to construct a family tree to see which cousin was which. All his 
ancestors came from Galitzia or neighbouring Ukraine, so this is the region in 
which he has concentrated his research. However, since turning professional 
genealogist, he has been asked to research Jewish ancestors from all over. At 
the AGM in May, he gave a fascinating talk about research which led him to 
Jamaica. 

!
Laurence Harris 
Laurence Harris is Head of Genealogy (UK) at MyHeritage. In addition to marketing and content 
acquisition activities, Laurence leads pro bono genealogical research projects such as tracing and 
reuniting families separated by the Holocaust. He is also a professional researcher and has 
researched a number of personalities with Jewish ancestry for the “Who Do You Think You Are?” TV 
series. Laurence is a former Chairman of the JGSGB and former member of the National Archives 
(UK) User Advisory Group.  

His presentation will show how MyHeritage supports the owners of 28 
million family trees, and describe the challenges of supplying more than 
six billion records for its users to search. Some of MyHeritage’s pro bono 
projects, such as assisting with Holocaust property restitution, reuniting 
long-lost families, and cemetery headstone transcription projects, will be 
highlighted. The presentation will also cover how tools and data within 
MyHeritage specifically benefit those undertaking Jewish family history research, including its new 
Global Name Translation technology.!!

Doreen Berger 
Doreen Berger was one of the founding members of the JGSGB, Chairman from 
2013 to 2015, and present and past Chair of the Anglo-Jewish Special Interest 
Group. She is author of The Jewish Victorian, writes in the Society’s journal, 
Shemot, is an author of The Jewish Chronicle Essay, and contributor to the 
Dictionary of National Biography. She has broadcast on radio, and her 
comments on the genealogy of the Duchess of Cambridge in The Times were 

widely taken up by the media. 
!
Jeanette Rosenberg 
Jeanette R Rosenberg is a career civil servant. She is also a professional genealogist and a member 
of the Association of Genealogists and Researchers in Archives. She is a frequent researcher at 
archives in Germany, where she has participated in local history seminars. She has also attended 
and presented (in German) to the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Jüdische Sammlungen.  She is a member of 
Germany’s only Jewish Genealogical Society, the Hamburger Gesellschaft für 
jüdische Genealogie. Jeanette leads for JGSGB on Education & Mentoring and 
managing exhibitions, and also moderates the JGSGB Facebook Group.  She 
also chairs the JGSGB’s German special interest group.  Jeanette was appointed 
a Director of JewishGen’s German SIG (GerSIG) in 2009, and is the GerSIG lead 
for conference arrangements at each year’s IAJGS International Jewish 
Genealogy Conference. She recently provided specialist input on behalf of 
JGSGB to The Prime Minister’s Commission on the Holocaust. 

!

!



Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain!

Conference!Newsletter! 5!

!
Try MyHeritage at www.myheritage.com. You can start with a basic site subscription which 
is FREE. Either start building a tree from scratch, or import an existing tree via a GEDCOM 
file. Features include: 

Family sites – create your family tree and your online home for family photos and memories (free for 
up to 250 profiles). 

SuperSearch – search more than six billion historical records and profiles in other trees. Includes 
special Jewish datasets, e.g. a searchable version of the Jewish Chronicle. Basic search results 
are returned free but full details of results require a Data subscription. 

Smart Matching – discover unknown relatives and ancestors through family tree matches (some 
features require a Premium site subscription). Largest available database of Jewish family trees. 

Record Matching – automatically receive records matching people in your family tree (some 
features require a Premium site subscription). 

Mobile App – view and modify your family tree on a mobile device. 

Choice of privacy settings – set the privacy settings the way you want, from completely private to 
invited family members only, or publicly available. 

Special offer for members and supporters 
of the Jewish Genealogical Society of 

Great Britain 
If you wish to upgrade, MyHeritage is offering significant discounts on the first year of the 
following annual subscriptions: 

62% discount on Premium site subscription (£27 – normally £72 – plus VAT) or Premium 
Plus site subscription (£47.70 –normally £127.20 – plus VAT). 

50% discount on Data subscription (worldwide) (£37.50 – normally £75 – plus VAT). 

Use voucher code JGSGB. Offer and voucher code expire on 15 November 2015. 

For sales and support, tel. 0800 098 8125 (Sunday to Thursday, 0600 to 1600) or email 
support@myheritage.com. 

Laurence Harris, Head of Genealogy (UK) at MyHeritage, will be giving a presentation, 
“Behind the Scenes at MyHeritage”, at the JGSGB Annual Conference on 1 November 
2015. He will also be available to answer your questions during the day. 

!
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Conference Registration Form 

I wish to register for the 22nd Annual London One-Day Conference to be held on 
Sunday 1 November 2015, 10.00am–4.30pm 

The Jewish Museum, Raymond Burton House, 129–131 Albert St, London NW1 
7NB (wheelchair accessible) 

Please write in BLOCK CAPITALS 

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone: ………………………………  Mobile: ……………………………………… 

Email: ……………………………………………………………………. 

Registration fee per person: £35.00  Non-members £40.00 (Includes lunch and 
refreshments.) 

Name(s) of attendee(s): ………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Number of tickets: ……………. 

Cheque enclosed for £……………….. (Cheques to be made payable to JGSGB) 

We also accept credit and debit cards. Please circle the card type: 
Visa/Mastercard/Eurocard. 

Name on card (please print):………………………………………………………. 

Card number: …………………………………………. 

Expiry date: …………………………………………….  3-digit security code: ………….. 

All catering is kosher but not supervised. We regret we cannot provide vegan food.   

Please tick here if you require vegetarian food …… 

Please tick here if you require gluten-free food …... 

Registration form and payment should be sent by post to:  

Conference, JGSGB, PO Box 689, EDGWARE HA8 4JX 


