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Introduction 
For the third successive year, we are holding the Conference at the Jewish Museum, so that 
attendees will not only have the opportunity to hear the speakers and catch up with old friends, but 
also to visit the Museum’s galleries. The Programme Committee believe that they have brought 
together speakers who will provide an exceptional range of information and knowledge and 
appeal to all members of the Society, wherever their specialist interests may lie.  

The Conference starts with a contribution from Stuart Rosenblatt, who has developed a detailed 
knowledge of the Jews living in Ireland and created a valuable database for the Irish Genealogical 
Society.  

We then depart from our traditional practice of focussing on resources and the stories which 
people have discovered in their research, as Stuart will be followed by Society member Adrienne 
Wallman, who is currently studying the impact of genealogical research on the people undertaking 
it. I imagine that most of us stop sometimes and think about how we have been affected by our 
researches, and it will be interesting to learn what conclusions she is drawing from her studies.  

After lunch, we will again be entering new territory, when Michelle Huberman will tell us about the 
journey which Jews are currently making from North Africa via France to London in the hope of 
finding a society which is more sympathetic to them.  
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Our final speaker is Rachel Lichtenstein, also a Society member, who will be known to all for her 
books, which include Rodinsky’s Room and Diamond Street: the Hidden World of Hatton Garden. 
She will tell us about her current research into the Jews of Barbados. 

For the panel session this year we have invited the Society’s Chairman, Leigh Dworkin, to bring his 
IT knowledge to the table. The panel will be able to address some members’ concerns about the 
technology which is available to family researchers. We are again asking attendees to give advance 
notice of their questions so that the panellists can respond in detail. Please send questions to 
secretary@jgsgb.org.uk by 23 October. However, we will also be welcoming questions from the 
floor. 

The names of all those who purchase a programme to attend the Conference will be entered in a 
prize draw. The first prize has been generously donated by Findmypast and will be a subscription 
to Findmypast.  

See the final page of this newsletter for the Conference Registration Form.	Please print this 
programme and bring it with you, as extra copies will not be available on the day.		

	 	

	



Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain	

Conference	Newsletter	 3	

 

PROGRAMME 
10.00am   REGISTRATION AND COFFEE 

10.30am   Welcome 

10.40am    The Tentacles of Irish Jewry Reach Every Corner of 

      Great Britain: Stuart Rosenblatt 

11.30am    Beyond the Family Tree: what can Jewish genealogy 

     tell us about identity? Adrienne Wallman  

12.20pm   Lunch supplied by Deliphone 

1.30pm   The French Jews in London. Who are they, why are 

    they here, and will they be affected post-Brexit? 

    Michelle Huberman 

2.20pm    The Jewish Settlement on Barbados: 

    Rachel Lichtenstein 

3.10pm   Tea 

3.30pm   Panel Session: Doreen Berger , Ric Cooper , 

    Leigh Dworkin  and Jeanette Rosenberg  

4.20pm   Closing speech: Chairman, Leigh Dworkin  

4.30pm   Close 
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SPEAKERS’ PROFILES 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Ric Cooper  
 

Ric Cooper has been a member of JGSGB since its 
inception. His inspiration to become a genealogist 
came when he asked his late father about the family’s 
history, and got the response “All you need to know 
about the Old Country is that it was terrible, and you 
should thank God that your grandfather got out!” 
Naturally, being a contrary child, this spurred him on to 
devote the rest of his life to finding out as much as he 
could about the subject!  

On his mother’s side, his grandmother was a member 
of the vast cousinhood of the MILLET family (as in 
Millets Clothing and Camping Stores). Most of the 
ladies were called Fanny and most of the men were 
called Michael, so from an early age he had to construct 
a family tree to see which cousin was which. All his 
ancestors came from Galitzia or neighbouring Ukraine, 
so this is the region in which he has concentrated his 
research. However, since turning professional 
genealogist, he has been asked to research Jewish 
ancestors from all over.  

	

Doreen Berger 
 

Doreen Berger is one of our 
Vice-Presidents. She was one of 
the founding members of the 
JGSGB, Chairman from 2013 to 
2015, and present and past 
Chair of the Anglo-Jewish 
Special Interest Group. She is 
author of The Jewish Victorian, 
writes in the Society’s journal, 
Shemot, is an author of The 
Jewish Chronicle Essay, and 
contributor to the Dictionary of 
National Biography. She has 
broadcast on radio, and her 
comments on the genealogy of 
the Duchess of Cambridge in 
The Times were widely taken 
up by the media. 
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Leigh Dworkin 
 

 
 
Leigh Dworkin is an IT Consultant 
and currently works for Samsung 
Electronics on their security 
software for smartphones and 
tablets, and has worked for 
international software companies in 
both England and California for the 
past 30 years. 
 
In his spare time he acts as the 
webmaster for a number of 
charities he supports and has 
performed this task for the JGSGB. 
 
He is Chairman of the JGSGB, 
chairing the Preservation of 
Records Subcommittee, 
contributing to the Fundraising 
Subcommittee and advising on 
matters to do with the website, 
social networking and other 
technical items. He has spoken 
several times at the Chilterns 
Regional Group and the Eastern 
European Special Interest Group of 
the JGSGB. 
 
He is a passionate amateur 
genealogist and has been working 
on his own family tree for about 35 
years. Genealogically speaking, he 
considers himself to be 5/8 Polish, 
1/4 Lithuanian and 1/8 Belarusian, 
judging by his great-grandparents’ 
nationalities, which is far more 
interesting and exotic than being 
just an Essex lad. 

Michelle Huberman 
 
Michelle Huberman is a businesswoman and 
also the creative director of Harif (association of 
Jews from the Middle East and North Africa). 
She also writes for the Jewish News, the Jewish 
Renaissance magazine and the Jerusalem Post. 
 
Michelle lived in Paris during the 1980s, 
running a fashion business in the Sentier 
amongst the French Jews and continues to 
have a ‘pied’ in the community. Expect a 
colourful talk and find out how the ‘Feujs’ will 
affect the long-term future of the Anglo-Jewish 
community and the consequences for this 
young community post-Brexit. 
 

 

Rachel Lichtenstein 
 
Rachel Lichtenstein is an internationally 
acclaimed British non-fiction writer, social 
historian and artist with a specialism in Jewish 
history. Her publications include Diamond 
Street: the Hidden World of Hatton Garden; On 
Brick Lane; Keeping Pace: Older Women of the 
East End; and Rodinsky’s Room. She is a tour 
guide of London’s Jewish East End. She works 
as an oral historian and archivist in London’s 
oldest Ashkenazi synagogue where she is 
developing a permanent museum of Jewish 
history. She is a member of the JGSGB. 
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Jeanette Rosenberg 
 

Jeanette R Rosenberg OBE is a career civil servant. She is also a professional genealogist and a 
member of the Association of Genealogists and Researchers in Archives. She is a frequent 
researcher at archives in Germany, where she has participated in local history seminars.  She 
has also attended and presented (in German) to the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Jüdische 
Sammlungen.  She is a member of Germany’s only Jewish Genealogical Society, the 
Hamburger Gesellschaft für jüdische Genealogie. 

 

	

Stuart Rosenblatt 
 

Stuart Rosenblatt is President of the Irish Genealogical Society. He has compiled the 
Irish Jewish Family History Database which contains information about 46,500 
individuals who lived in Ireland between 1700 and the present day. Individual entries 
cover over 70 fields of information, ranging from date and place of birth, school, 
marriage and occupation details where available as well as links to parents, children 
and siblings. For those who died in Belfast, Dublin, Limerick and Cork, the burial plot is 
listed, making access easier when visiting the grounds. Also listed are Hebrew names 
and dates. The most important discovery is the alien registration records of 1914–1922 
when non-nationals (i.e. non-British subjects) had to register with the police. 
 
He began his family investigations upon the deaths of his father, Dublin businessman 
Martin Sidney Rosenblatt, and mother, Zena Rosenblatt, in 1991: ‘‘I looked into my 
family history and found there was a huge wealth of information out there in relation to 
the entire Irish Jewish community but it was all contained in unconnected streams, 
many of which weren’t really formally recorded at all,” he says. ‘‘At the beginning, I 
knew nothing about how to look for what I was looking for. I didn’t realise then what I 
was getting myself into.” 

 

 

Jeanette leads for JGSGB on Education & Mentoring and 
managing exhibitions, and also moderates the JGSGB 
Facebook Group.  She also chairs the JGSGB’s German special 
interest group.  Jeanette was appointed a Director of 
JewishGen’s German SIG (GerSIG) in 2009, and is the GerSIG 
lead for conference arrangements at each year’s IAJGS 
International Jewish Genealogy Conference.	

His archive lays bare a community which struggled to 
grab a foothold in Ireland until the late nineteenth 
century. In 1871, the Jewish population of Ireland was a 
mere 258 people. Ten years later, however, after 
English and German Jews travelled to the island, it 
stood at 453. 
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Adrienne Wallman 
 

Adrienne Wallman is in the second year of a part-time PhD at Lancaster University. 
Through interviews with a wide range of people carrying out Jewish genealogy, she is 
aiming to find out what we can learn about the impact of this research on our 
understanding of Jewish identity. She began her own research into the history of her 
maternal grandmother in 2013. 

 
Adrienne grew up in north Manchester and prior to beginning the PhD worked for 
nearly forty years in museums, heritage, arts and BBC School TV. She was director and 
curator of Manchester Jewish Museum for a number of years. She is a member of the 
JGSGB. 
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Conference Registration Form 

I wish to register for the 23rd Annual London One-Day Conference to be held on 
Sunday 30 October 2016, 10.00am–4.30pm 

The Jewish Museum, Raymond Burton House, 129–131 Albert St, London NW1 
7NB (wheelchair accessible) 

Please write clearly in BLOCK CAPITALS 

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone: ………………………………  Mobile: ……………………………………… 

Email: ……………………………………………………………………. 

Registration fee per person: £35.00  (£30 if registered before 23 Sept)  

Non-members £40.00 (Includes lunch and refreshments.) 

Name(s) of attendee(s): ………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Number of tickets: ……………. 

Cheque enclosed for £……………….. (Cheques to be made payable to JGSGB) 

We also accept credit and debit cards. Please circle the card type: 
Visa/Mastercard/Eurocard. 

Name on card (please print):………………………………………………………. 

Card number: …………………………………………. 

Expiry date: …………………………………………….  3-digit security code: ………….. 

All catering is kosher but not supervised. We regret we cannot provide vegan food.   

Please tick here if you require vegetarian food …… 

Please tick here if you require gluten-free food …... 

Registration form and payment should be sent by post to:  

Conference, JGSGB, PO Box 689, EDGWARE HA8 4JX 


