
JGSGB Officers and Council Members Biographies 

PRESIDENT 
David Jacobs was born, raised and educated in Manchester. 
His interest in genealogy was aroused in 1971 when it was 
suggested to him that on his return from America he interview his 
four grandparents. He has never looked back!  
In 1983 he was the founder of the Museum of the Jewish East 
End under whose auspices the Family History Workshops began. 
In 1992 he was at the inaugural meeting of the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Great Britain. In 2015 he was a Fellow at 
the American Jewish Archives in Cincinnati. 

David has talked extensively in Britain Israel and America about his researches 
and is honoured to be the President of the Society. 

 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Doreen Berger was one of the founding members of the 
JGSGB, Chairman from 2013 to 2015, and present and past 
Chair of the Anglo-Jewish Special Interest Group. She is author 
of The Jewish Victorian, writes in the Society’s journal, Shemot, 
is an author of The Jewish Chronicle Essay, and contributor to 
the Dictionary of National Biography. She has broadcast on 

radio, and her comments on the genealogy of the Duchess of Cambridge in The 
Times were widely taken up by the media. 
 
Anne Webber - awaited 
 

PRESIDENT EMERITUS 
Anthony Joseph born Birmingham 1937 and became 
immediately fascinated about genealogy, aged about ten, when 
he was shown a family tree of the English Royal Family back to 
Hengist & Horsa. His father uninterested in any such topic and 
unable to supply much family history detail so determined he 
would redress the balance: has been at it ever since. Lucky 
chance revealed he had Ashkenazi Anglo-Jewish ancestry 
traceable back to 17th Century London and, on another side, 
descent from the flourishing Jewish settlements since early 

18th Century in the South West of England. Member of the (London) Society of 
Genealogists (SOG) since 1955 (elected courtesy of an actuarial friend of his 
father, Sir William Elderton, who also offered him the immortal advice: “If he minds 
what he finds he should not look”). Elected to Fellowship SOG in 1970 and now 
second senior Fellow. Member of Jewish Historical Society of England (JHSE) 
since 1955 and Past President JHSE 1992-93. (The JHSE was until the foundation 
of the JGSGB the ONLY Jewish learned Society that “handled” Jewish ancestral 
researching.) Founder member of JGSGB and former President, now Emeritus 
President. Joined Birmingham & Midland Society of Genealogy & Heraldry 1964 
and Council member for them since 1974 (probably only Jewish member). 
Corresponding Member of the Australian Jewish Historical Society since 1963 and 
member of the Australian Jewish Genealogical Society since its inception. 
 Has participated in many Jewish and non-Jewish genealogical conferences in 



many parts of the world, e.g. UK, Israel, France, Holland, USA, Australasia; and 
has given presentations at many of these gatherings. Has also spoken to many 
genealogical societies, Jewish and non-Jewish; and continues actively to offer 
talks on the theme. 

COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN: Leigh Dworkin is an IT Consultant and currently 
works for Samsung Electronics on their security software for 
smartphones and tablets, and has worked for international 
software companies in both England and California for the past 30 
years. 
 
In his spare time he acts as the webmaster for a number of 

charities he supports and has performed this task for the JGSGB. 
 
He has been Chairman of the JGSGB since May 2016, having joined Council in 
2014 and been Vice-Chairman since 2015. He Chairs the Preservation of Records 
subcommittee, contributing to the fundraising subcommittee and advising on 
matters to do with the website, social networking and other technical items. He has 
spoken several times at the Chilterns Regional Group and the Eastern European 
Special Interest Group of the JGSGB. 
 
He is a passionate amateur genealogist and has been working on his own family 
tree for about 35 years. Genealogically speaking, he considers himself to be 5/8ths 
Polish, ¼ Lithuanian and 1/8th Belarusian, judging by his great-grandparents’ 
nationalities, which is far more interesting and exotic than being just an Essex lad. 
 

SECRETARY: Martin Hill was a career civil servant who 
joined the Home Office in 1964 and spent the major part of 
his working life in that Department.  
On the basis of his grandparents, his family roots are English 
except for those which connect him to one of his great-
grandfathers who was Jewish.  
He joined the JGSGB in 2005 when he was extending the 
range of his genealogical research into his Jewish ancestry 
and has been able to reach back into family origins in the 
Netherlands and Germany. Joining stimulated an interest in 

the wider Jewish community in Westminster and he has been working to identify 
those buried in the Western Synagogue burial ground in the Fulham Road, at 
Brompton: he has written about this research in Shemot. 
He became a member of Council in 2013 and has been Secretary since 2014. 
 
TREASURER: Sue Woolf: after the birth of her son, Sue changed career to 
teaching in Further Education. Previously a chartered accountant for many years, 
one of 5 women to qualify among more than a thousand men. Inevitably she was 
invited to become Treasurer of various charities including a local U3A which she 
helped to set up.  More recently she served as Synagogue treasurer, a tough role 
carried out for over 4 years. It is in Sue's genes! She'd always known that her 
great-grandfather was Treasurer of the Borough Synagogue and on the United 
synagogue Finance Committee. He was just one of many relatives who were 
synagogue treasurers or secretaries - there were dozens - even her father was 



Treasurer of the Oxford Synagogue while an undergraduate (he had never 
mentioned it but the Jewish Chronicle can't have made it up). So it is no surprise 
that Sue currently fills the role of Treasurer of the JGSGB and assists in the 
Library, including the indexing of family trees. Retired for several years, Sue still 
leads U3A Rambles, looks after a grandchild for one or two days a week, and 
indulges her passion for family history. 
She joined Council as Treasurer in May 2015. 
 

Hazel Atlass is a semi-retired chartered librarian who has 
worked for the 46 years in college libraries, the Royal College 
of Nursing and currently at the Royal College of Surgeons. 
She became interested in family history after hearing tales 
about Daniel Mendoza, the boxer, and Dutch-
Spanish/Portuguese ancestry. Starting with some research 
by a distant cousin, the Dutch-Sephardi background has 
been investigated, along with finding a number of distant 

cousins within JGSGB. 
Her father’s family came from Riga and she is still researching that part of the 
family. 
Hazel joined JGSGB in 2010 and then joined the Programme Committee in 2011, 
becoming Membership Secretary in 2013. 
 

Anita Helen Benson was born in South London.  She is married 
with four sons and five grandchildren. 
 
She has been a member of JGSGB for over fourteen years and 
joined Council in 2015.  Her job on the Council is to liaise with 
the Regional Groups and SIGS reporting back to Council if there 
are any queries or requests from the Group Convenors.  She 

has also trying to develop at least one new regional group.  She has also taken 
over the job as Archivist. 

She helped establish the now Face Book group Harthunters together with another 
highly involved member of the society, for researchers interested in  the family 
name HART used by many early English Jewish families. 

Her research interests are mainly Anglo Jewish.  She always knew there was a 
Spanish & Portuguese line from her maternal grandfather, she has discovered that 
her maternal grandmother also had very old Sephardic roots in this country, but as 
the generations went by the family became Ashkenazi.  She has yet to discover 
where her very early Ashkenazic ancestors actually came from. 

Her father's family are much more typical arriving in England as economic 
migrants in the very early twentieth century: her grandfather from Tarnow and her 
grandmother from Krakow.  Settling first of all in The Old Kent Road, Lambeth, and 
later moving to the Clapham Junction area. 

She has worked in many aspects of the Market Research industry and continues 
to work part time. 
 



Lydia Collins is one of original founders of the Society and librarian since its 
inception, a member of Council 1992-1999 and from 2008.  
 
Author of the Sephardim of Manchester published in 2006, a genealogical study of 
the Sephardi families of Manchester, their origins and connections. 
 

Jessica Feinstein works as a Learning & Development Advisor 
for Taylor & Francis Group (academic publishers) in 
Oxfordshire. Previous jobs include freelance lexicographer, 
proof-reader and copy editor. She has recently completed the 
Strathclyde Postgraduate Diploma in Genealogical, 
Palaeographic & Heraldic Studies. Jessica also works as a 
genealogy tutor and especially enjoys helping people get 
started with their research. Jessica lives in Abingdon, where her 
husband and two grown-up children mostly leave her in peace 

to develop new genealogy courses and talks.  
 
She edits the Society’s journal, Shemot, and Newsletter; and has been a member 
of Council since 2015. 
 

Daniel Morgan-Thomas is a recent graduate in Classics from 
Durham University. He has been a member of the Society 
since 2008, when he joined at the age of 15! Since then Daniel 
has served on the Programme Committee, as a library 
volunteer and helped run some of the Society’s workshops at 
the Jewish Museum. 
 

He was elected to Council in 2016. 
 
Geoff Munitz is married with 2 children & has been retired for 7 years. 
His interest in genealogy started about 50 years ago, when he was given some 
family documents & asked to find out about their contents. 
His main areas of genealogical research are basically the areas where his 
grandparents came from i.e. Austria Galicia, Lithuania, Belarus & The Ukraine.  He 
is especially proud of researching & finding several relatives who somehow 
escaped the Holocaust & reuniting them with the rest of the family. He has held 
several family unions, including one in Israel which was attended by over 200 
relatives. 
For JGSGB, he heads up the Publications Committee & the Genealogical 
Enquiries team.  He has given several talks at the Eastern European SIG, Annual 
Conference & AGM.  In 2014, he updated the Polish Guide. He has been a 
member of Council November 2013. 
 
Anthony Rosenthal is Chairman of the Society’s Manchester Group. He joined 
Council in November 2015. 
 


