PATRON
Robert Voss CBE, the Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire accepted an
invitation to become Patron of the Society in June 2018. He is a member
of the UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation Survivors Testimony
Committee; and the first Jewish Lord Lieutenant since Lord Rothschild
in the 19th century.

PRESIDENT
David Jacobs was born, raised and educated in Manchester.
His interest in genealogy was aroused in 1971 when it was suggested to
him that on his return from America he interview his four grandparents.
He has never looked back!
In 1983 he was the founder of the Museum of the Jewish East End under
whose auspices the Family History Workshops began. In 1992 he was at
the inaugural meeting of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Great
Britain.
In 2015 he was a Fellow at the American Jewish Archives in Cincinnati.
David has talked extensively in Britain Israel and America about his researches and is
honoured to be the President of the Society.
He became President in 2016 and was re-appointed in 2019 for a second three-year term.
VICE-PRESIDENTS
Sharon Hintze is a retired international food executive and can answer
questions about chocolate or petfood. She is a mathematician by
training and in earlier years a keen violinist. She was interested in
family history at an early age and inherited genealogical records from
both sets of grandparents. Fourteen of her sixteen 2nd
great-grandparents joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in Europe and migrated to Utah between 1849 and 1864, walking
the 1000 miles from the Mississippi River to Salt Lake City. About half
were English or Welsh, and the other half Danish. One additional Irish
2nd great-grandfather made the same 1000 mile trek as a member of the
US Army. She was director of the London FamilySearch Centre for 20 years and has
spoken frequently and written articles for about 25 years. She is honoured to be a
Vice-President of JGSGB, an organisation she has admired for many years.

Michael Tobias OBE has a BSc Honours degree in Mathematics
and Physics and qualified as an Actuary. He has a Masters Degree
in Genealogical, Palaeographic and Heraldic Studies from
Strathclyde University. Michael is a co-founder and Board Member
of Jewish Records Indexing – Poland (1995-) and was Vice
President, Programming of JewishGen Inc from 1999 to 2018. He
was Database matching consultant to the International Commission
on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims (ICHEIC). Michael has
contributed to various Conferences, Journals, Radio and TV Programmes including “Who
Do You Think You Are” both in the UK and USA. He was instrumental (March 2016) in
locating the evidence that allowed Guinness World Records to confirm Israel Krystal,
Auschwitz survivor aged 113, as the then World’s oldest living man. For the past 8 years
he has been documenting the Jews of Scotland and has compiled a family tree of Scottish
Jewry that includes over 115,000 individuals from the 1770s to date. Michael was awarded
the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies Lifetime Achievement
award in Washington in 2011 and in 2012 he was inscribed on JGSGB’s Roll of Honour.
PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Anthony Joseph born Birmingham 1937 and became immediately
fascinated about genealogy, aged about ten, when he was shown a
family tree of the English Royal Family back to Hengist & Horsa. His
father uninterested in any such topic and unable to supply much family
history detail so determined he would redress the balance: has been at it
ever since. Lucky chance revealed he had Ashkenazi Anglo-Jewish
ancestry traceable back to 17th Century London and, on another side,
descent from the flourishing Jewish settlements since early 18th Century
in the South West of England. Member of the (London) Society of
Genealogists (SOG) since 1955 (elected courtesy of an actuarial friend of his father, Sir
William Elderton, who also offered him the immortal advice: “If he minds what he finds he
should not look”). Elected to Fellowship SOG in 1970 and now second senior Fellow.
Member of Jewish Historical Society of England (JHSE) since 1955 and Past President
JHSE 1992-93. (The JHSE was until the foundation of the JGSGB the ONLY Jewish
learned Society that “handled” Jewish ancestral researching.) Founder member of JGSGB
and former President, now Emeritus President. Joined Birmingham & Midland Society of
Genealogy & Heraldry 1964 and Council member for them since 1974 (probably only
Jewish member). Corresponding Member of the Australian Jewish Historical Society since
1963 and member of the Australian Jewish Genealogical Society since its inception.
Has participated in many Jewish and non-Jewish genealogical conferences in many parts
of the world, eg UK, Israel, France, Holland, USA, Australasia; and has given
presentations at many of these gatherings. Has also spoken to many genealogical societies,
Jewish and non-Jewish; and continues actively to offer talks on the theme.

COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN: Leigh Dworkin is an IT Consultant and currently works
for Samsung Electronics on their security software for smartphones and
tablets, and has worked for international software companies in both
England and California for the past 35 years.
In his spare time he acts as the webmaster for a number of charities he
supports and has performed this task for the JGSGB.
He has been Chairman of the JGSGB since May 2016, having joined
Council in 2014 and been Vice-Chairman since 2015. He Chairs the Preservation of
Records subcommittee, and advises on matters to do with the website, social networking
and other technical items. He has spoken frequently at the Chilterns Regional Group and
the Eastern European Special Interest Group and at both the JGSGB London and
Manchester conferences.
He is a passionate amateur genealogist and has been working on his own family tree for
about 35 years. Genealogically speaking, he considers himself to be 5/8ths Polish, ¼
Lithuanian and 1/8th Belarusian, judging by his great-grandparents’ nationalities, which is
far more interesting and exotic than being just an Essex lad.
SECRETARY: Nigel Siederer has had a 40+ year career in the
voluntary sector, at national, regional and local levels, beginning at
Liberty in the 1970s, being chief executive of the Association of
Charitable Foundations for 12 years, and is now a consultant
specialising in philanthropy and charity governance.
Presently living in South East London, he was born into one of the
founding families of the Jewish community in Ealing, having also
lived in North London, Nottingham, and Guildford.
His genealogical work began in 2005 when his maternal Aunt asked
him to trace her lost Grandmother, who, it turns out, was of Dutch ancestry with an
unregistered birth in the East End. He also has Dutch ancestry on his father’s side, strong
Anglo-Jewish roots, and a paternal grandfather who emigrated from Czernowitz in
Austria-Hungary before WW1. He set up a family website and is in touch with many
cousins in London, the Netherlands, and on the USA’s East, West and Gulf coasts.
He has been a member of JGSGB’s Council since April 2020 and was appointed Secretary
from the beginning of 2021.
TREASURER: Peter Heilbrunn was born and raised in London of
refugee parents from Germany and Austria. He is now retired but made
his career in Book and Journal Publishing serving as Finance Director
in several large international publishing companies. He joined the
JGSGB in 2014 and is a regular attendee at Jeanette Rosenberg's
quarterly GerSig meetings. At a recent meeting he discovered that
Jeanette and he may be distant cousins. He became interested in
genealogy in 2014 after a visit to the Great Synagogue in Budapest. He is an active
member of his local 1500 strong U3A and often gives talks on his family research to its
Family History groups.
Peter was elected Treasurer of the Society in 2018

Anita Benson was born in South London. She is married with four
sons and five grandchildren.
She has been a member of JGSGB for over fourteen years and joined
Council in 2015. Her job on the Council is to liaise with the Regional
Groups and SIGS reporting back to Council if there are any queries or
requests from the Group Convenors. She has also trying to develop at
least one new regional group. She has also taken over the job as
Archivist.
She helped establish the now Face Book group Harthunters together with another highly
involved member of the society, for researchers interested in the family name HART used
by many early English Jewish families.
Her research interests are mainly Anglo Jewish. She always knew there was a Spanish &
Portuguese line from her maternal grandfather, she has discovered that her maternal
grandmother also had very old Sephardic roots in this country, but as the generations went
by the family became Ashkenazi. She has yet to discover where her very early Ashkenazic
ancestors actually came from.
Her father's family are much more typical arriving in England as economic migrants in the
very early twentieth century: her grandfather from Tarnow and her grandmother from
Krakow. Settling first of all in The Old Kent Road, Lambeth, and later moving to the
Clapham Junction area.
She has worked in many aspects of the Market Research industry and continues to work
part time.
Lydia Collins is one of original founders of the Society and librarian since its inception, a
member of Council 1992-1999 and from 2008.
Author of the Sephardim of Manchester published in 2006, a genealogical study of the
Sephardi families of Manchester, their origins and connections.
Jessica Feinstein is a qualified genealogist. She works as a genealogy
tutor from her home in Abingdon, Oxfordshire, and especially enjoys
helping people prove that those family stories are true. She has
worked in various roles in academic publishing as well as freelance
lexicography, proof-reading and copy editing. She edits the Society’s
journal, Shemot, and Newsletter, and looks after the Blog. Jessica has
been a member of Council since 2015.

Laurence Harris is a professional genealogist who enjoys helping his
clients to trace their family history. He has researched several famous
personalities with Jewish ancestry for the “Who Do You Think You
Are?” TV series. Laurence was formerly Head of Genealogy (UK) for
MyHeritage, with responsibilities including marketing, genealogical
records acquisition, and leading pro bono genealogical research
projects. Laurence joined JGSGB in 2001, is a past Chairman, and
currently leads the DNA SIG and the Strategy sub-committee.

Martin Hill was a career civil servant who joined the Home Office
in 1964 and spent the major part of his working life in that
Department.
On the basis of his grandparents, his family roots are English except
for those which connect him to one of his great-grandfathers who
was Jewish.
He joined the JGSGB in 2005 when he was extending the range of
his genealogical research into his Jewish ancestry and has been able
to reach back into family origins in the Netherlands and Germany.
Joining stimulated an interest in the wider Jewish community in
Westminster and he has been working to identify those buried in the Western Synagogue
burial ground in the Fulham Road, at Brompton: he has written about this research in
Shemot.
He became a member of Council in 2013 and was Secretary from 2014 to 2020.
Marie-Anne Knight has worked since 2013 for NHS Property Services
Ltd as a Procurement Operations Specialist. Prior to that, she worked
for 21½ years in various roles for The Crown Estate, until being made
redundant in 2012. Her East End Jewish roots come from her late
father, who had always said that there was Polish ancestry in the
family. However, it was not until she started properly researching into
her family tree in 2008, that she discovered some of her Jewish
ancestors were also German and Dutch and she has recently traced
some of those ancestors to the 1680s. She has previously been a
member of the Programme Committee and has helped out on the JGSGB stand at most of
the Who Do You Think You Are? shows. She also regularly volunteers for the Imperial
War Museum, assisting the Volunteer Programme Manager for the London Branches.
Anne Marcus was born in North London but grew up and still lives in
Southend on Sea. As an adult she studied research as part of a Social
Studies Degree and began an interest in family history in 2007. Her
roots are mainly Ashkenazi Eastern European, although the line of her
Israeli born Grandmother can allegedly be traced back in the Middle
East for several hundred years. As well as leading the JGSGB South
East Essex SIG Anne has joined the team of Library volunteers. She
has an active interest in local history, heading the Jewish Southend
Research Group, which is currently documenting the history of the
Jewish communities in the area. Anne writes articles on Jewish local history for a
community newsletter and looks after two Jewish local history Facebook Groups.
Daniel Morgan-Thomas is a recent graduate in Classics from
Durham University. He has been a member of the Society since 2008,
when he joined at the age of 15! Since then Daniel has served on the
Programme Committee, as a library volunteer and helped run some of
the Society’s workshops at the Jewish Museum.
He was first elected to Council in 2016 and is currently
Vice-Chairman.

Anthony Rosenthal is an engineer, latterly within Oil & Gas and
Highways England technology projects.
He was appointed Chairman of the JGSGB Manchester Regional
Group in August 2015. His interest in genealogy initially began when
he became curious as to why there were so few members of his late
mother’s family living in Leeds. There was a family story that his
great-grandparent was one of seven siblings and, during one
particular brutal pogrom, escaped. The family scattered without ever
making contact with one another. The branch of the family which
landed in England through the port of Hull were originally heading for Liverpool to get an
onward ship to America. Fate intervened when his great-grandfather contracted TB and
opted to stay in Leeds, which at the time was a booming centre for the woollen trade.
His wife, Sara, is a keen amateur genealogist, and it was her interest in family trees which
encouraged him to pursue his family history further. The advent of genetic DNA testing
has created the possibility of tracing the missing family members. To date he has had only
one lead which might lead to the elusive breakthrough genealogists strive to achieve.
He joined Council in 2015 after becoming Chairman of the Manchester Group.

