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PROGRAMME  

2.00pm Welcome: Leigh Dworkin, Chairman  

How I finally found out the truth about my grandparents -  
thanks to the BBC”: Robert Voss CBE CStJ  

3.00pm From Auschwitz to Ambleside and the story of “The 
Windermere Children”: Trevor Avery  

4.00pm Tea break  

4.15pm RABBIS Я US or ‘What my Father Sort of Told Me’ by  Anthony 
Rabin  

5.15pm Conclusion: David Jacobs, President 

 

 



SPEAKERS’ PROFILES  
Robert Voss CBE CStJ, Her Majesty’s Lord- Lieutenant  
of Hertfordshire, graduated in International Management from  
Manchester University and the Business School. He spent 40 years in  
the International Metal Industry and was President of The European  
Federation in Brussels for over 16 years, Vice President of the World  
Federation for over 20 and Chair of The International Trade Council  
for 7 years.  

He has a special interest in young people and young entrepreneurs through his involvement 
with Hertfordshire Young Enterprise Programme, as a venture capitalist investing in a 
number of young companies and as a trustee of a Young Persons charity. He also established 
a Young Entrepreneurs Challenge with The Jewish Chronicle some years ago and has done so 
again in Hertfordshire. He has been a judge of The National Business Awards since 2006.  

He is a governor of the University of Hertfordshire; involved in Holocaust education; and is 
Patron and President of over 20 local and national charities and organisations.  

He was awarded a CBE in 2014 for “Services to British Industry and voluntary work in the 
UK” and was appointed a Commander of The Order of St John (CStJ) in 2020.  

He was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire by Her Majesty The Queen in August 
2017-the only Jewish Lord-Lieutenant in English history with the exception of Lord 
Rothschild in 1885-a position he will hold until his 75th birthday. He is also one of the first 
ever appointees who is a child of two refugees.  

He has 3 children and two grandchildren (all of whom live in Hertfordshire). His hobbies 
include most sports-especially Golf, Cricket, Cycling, Rugby and Soccer as well as Travel, 
Music and Family.   

Trevor Avery, as Director of education charity Another Space. In  
2005, he initiated and now produces, manages and curates the Lake  

District Holocaust Project archive and research centre from its base in 
independent administrative and gallery space on the first floor of  
Windermere Library.  

The permanent exhibition From Auschwitz to Ambleside tells the story  
of the child survivors who came to the Lake District in 1945, and the   

local community that welcomed them.  

He was primary research advisor for the 2020 Warner Bros/BBC/Wall to Wall/ZDF film  
drama The Windermere Children, and is featured in the accompanying BBC  
documentary The Windermere Children – In Their Own Words.  

He featured in Robert Rinder’s 2018 BAFTA award winning episode of Who Do You Think  
You Are. 



He has been involved in a number of BBC and ITV television programmes, including the  
2010 BBC One documentary The Orphans Who Survived the Concentration Camps, the 2014  
ITV programme The Story of the Swastika and the 2018 BBC Two programme Paul Rose in  
the Lake District. BBC Radio Four programmes include, in 2018, Open Country, and in  
2019, Sketches - Remembrance.  

Dr. Anthony Rabin is Chairman of Yorkshire Water, Co-Chair  
of the Anglo Israel Archaeological Society and a Trustee of  

Norwood Ravenswood. He has a D. Phil in Oriental Studies from  
The University of Oxford and is an Honorary Research Fellow at  

the Wilberforce Institute, University of Hull. Originally qualified as  
a barrister and chartered accountant, he worked in investment  

banking and was a Partner at Coopers and Lybrand, before spending  
the latter half of his working life at Balfour Beatty, where he was on  

the Board for 10 years as CFO and latterly as Deputy Chief  
Executive, before retirement in 2012.  

RABBIS Я US or ‘What my Father Sort of Told Me’ is the story of how he managed to                   
prove his late father’s somewhat unlikely assertion that the Rabinowitz family, emigrants            
from Imperial Russia 100 years ago, descends from the Chief Rabbi of Venice in the late                
medieval period.  

The talk comprises three sections. Firstly how he connected his Rabinowitz forebears in 19th              

century Russia to the Eisenstadt family of Kletsk, Nesvizh and Mir (in modern day Belarus).               
Secondly, how, through the Eisenstadt family marrying into the Mirkes family, he traced             
back a complicated ancestry involving intermarriage among the Katzenellenbogen, Luria,          
Meisels, Isserles, Gunzburg, Heller and Horowitz families going back to 1500. Lastly,            
through intermarriage between the Luria and Spira families, a supposed line back to Rashi in               
the early 11th century can be found  

Along the way, he will focus on the lives of particular ancestors of note, in Venice, Prague,                 
Cracow and elsewhere, including Meir Katzenellenbogen (the MaHaRam Padua), Solomon          
Luria (the MaHaRaShal), Moses Isserles (the ReMa), Saul Wahl (King of Poland for a night),               
Yom Tov Lipman Heller, Meir Eisenstadt (Panim Meirot) and the printing and publishing             
dynasty of the Meisels.  

He will also explain the methodologies and sources used (and not used) and the limitations of                
rabbinic genealogical research. Along the way, he will illustrate the extraordinary lengths that             
rabbinic families took to create and enhance their yichus, their family pedigree, by repeated              
intermarriage across the generations. 
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